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A Urethral Sound.
Dr. A. OGMER WARD (London, E.C.) writes: The sound

4denicted in the woodcut is one devised bv me with the
aid of Messrs. Mayer and Meltzer. ThE
screw at c being slackened, a sliding button
is pushed to A and locked. The sound is
then straight but has some flexibility which
renders it unusually easy to introduce.
When the point is well in the bladder the
screw at c is tightened, and the sound acts
like any other, and is free from all jar.
Where an enlarged prostate renders it
almost impossible to search the base with
,an ordinary sound this instrument gives
complete facility. The screw at c is
tslackened, the button slid from A to B,
and locked, the screw is tightened, and the
-end of the sound sweeps round in a curve as
'shown in the drawing, but when screwed up
is quite free from all jar, as all the joints are
well braced together. To remove the in.
-strument the screw at c is loosened and the
button pushed from B to A, when the sound
.straightens out but remains flexible. Of
course, it is so constructed as to admit of
thorough boiling and disinfection.

A Nasal Snare.
Dr. A. OGIER WARD also writes: But

for the fact that nasal surgery depends
for its success very much upon the perfect
Gadaptation of instruments to each special
purpose, a new snare would demand a
humble apology. The snare which is here
4escribed has, in my opinion, several points
which should commend it. It has only one
-original feature; in other respects it is a
blend of Dr. Lambert Lack's well-known
-snare with others. Instead of a tube, so
-difficult to keep clean and so troublesome if
required for renewed snaring, it -has the
open rod with guiding eyelets, but these
4guides are placed vertically, thus avoiding
the objection that the wires rub the
passages and obscure the view; the loop is
also vertical-a considerable advantage.
Dr. Lack's helical handle has an eccetntrie
-cam actuated by the middle finger. In practice I have
,ound this rather awkward, and I have observed that there
is a slackening of the loop at the critical moment of apply-
ing the screw. In the snare here described the cam is
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worked by the index finger, which has more power of
-extension. I think it will be found that. these features
-combined make a very complete snare for rapid and
repeated use or for slow compression.

A Simple Electrical Centrifuge.
Dr. FRANK C. EVE (Hull)-writes: An electrical centrifuge

-is an essential in opsonic index work, and a great con-
-venience in working with urines and other fluids. The
price, however, is prohibitive. I have found during the
last six months tat an ordinary electrical ventilating
fan works just as well at about one-sixth of the cost. Wire
loops are placed at the centre and elastic bands at the
periphery of the fan blades, and into these a Wright's tube
may quickly be slipped into position. I use straight coarse
capillary tubes for blood serums, and several turns of
elastic band provide the necessary protuberance to fix'
them on to the fan blades. With a file the corpuscle
portion of the tube is rejected and the serum, retained.
I have found this little makeshift silent, rapid, and
efficient in centrifuging urine, blood, cerebro-spinal fluid,
emulsions of bacilli, and washing white corpuscles. It
may prove equally useful to others who need a cheap
centrifuge. Mr. Parsons, electrical engineer, Hull, sup-
plied them for the Children's Hospital and my own
laboratory.

PATENT MEDICINES.
THE Inland Revenue returns show that during the last
ten years the amount received, by the State from stamps
on patent medicines, so-called, has, in round numbers
increased from 2i millions- in the year ending March 31st,
1897, to 3f millions in the year ending March 31st, 1906.
The net receipts are the gross receipts after deducting
repayments and allowances, but the aggregates of these
deductions are small. The following table shows the net
receipts in each of the ten years, and the,average for the
two quinquennial periods 1897-1901 and-1902-6:
Table showing Net Receipts from Stamps on "Patent

Medicines " for the Ten Years 1897-1906.
Year. Yearly. Quinquennial Average.

£ s.d.
1897 254,725 18 11 I
1898 260,852 7 5 P. d.
1899 266.403 10 3 k 273,657 16 10

1900 288,827 8 12 l

1901 297,479 19 6

1902 306,337 5 9 l

1903 333,371 7 9 l1902 306~~~~~33759~ £ s. d.
1904 323,445 14 0 > 323,740 19 10

1905 331,438 17 6 l

1906 324,111 14 2 J

The value of the stamp which the vendor must affix to
the bottle or package varies according to the price charged
for the medicine, and the returns show the number of
articles for which the several rates are paid. The following
table gives the amount of the stamp duty on the several
prices, the number of articles stamped in the fiscal year
1906, and the amount of the stamp. An attempt is also
made to estimate the total amount paid by the public for
the articles stamped.
Table showing Rates of Duty, Number of Articles Stamped
and Approximate Sum Paid by the Public in the Year
endina Mar,.Is lst 1906.

Price of Article Stamp- Number of Articles Price Paid by Public.
without Stamp. Stamped.

£ s. d. s. d. £ s. d.
0 1 0 0 12 31,322,832 1,761,909 6 0

0 2 6 0 3 7,222,432 993,084 8 0

0 4 0 0 6 1,154,092 259,670 14 0

0 10 0 1 0 134,357 73,896 7 0

1 0 0 2 0 14,808. 16,288 16 0

1. 10 0 3 0 12,625 20,831 5 0

39,861,146 3,125,680 16 0

This estimate of the total amount paid by the public
must be too high. In the first pla,ce, it will be seen that
the stamp duty does not rise by regular increments ad
valorem. An article the nominal price of which is is.
must bear a stamp for 1-2-d., but, if the nominal price
were la. 6d., the stamp would be 3d., and for an article
of the nominal price of 2s. 6d. it would be the same. In,
the second place, a large proportion of all the articles,
probably the great majority of those at is., are sold, at
a discount-" store prices." In the above table the
maximum price for each rate of stamp duty and the full
nominal prices are assumed. If a deduction, of 25
per cent. is made to meet these sources of errgr, we.
have a sum of £2,344,260 as an estimate of the amount
spent by the public on patent medicines in the last
financial year.

UNDER the will of the late Mr. James kbbaw, of Stafford-
shire, which has now been proved, the North Staffordshire
Infirmary at Hartshiill, the Staffordshire General Infirmary
at-Stafford, the Cottage Hospital at I.ongton, and the Con-
valencent Fund of the North Staffordshire Infirmary at
Hartshill, each receive a bequest of the estimated value
of £1,600.


